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Water Supply
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier) (8.39 am): As I have been outlining this

week, my government is rolling out a detailed plan to ensure that south-east Queensland has sufficient
water supplies for many decades to come. In the next 20 years, the population of south-east Queensland
is expected to increase by 1.2 million people. Our current rate of population growth, sustained drought and
a change in rainfall patterns due to climate change has led my government to fast-track plans to secure
water supplies. 

The south-east region is currently using 450,000 megalitres of water per year. The new projects
underway will increase our water supply by 330,000 megalitres by the end of 2011. The projects include
helping south-east Queensland residents to help themselves: $20 million to install water-saving devices,
rainwater tanks and stopping leaks. We are investing $14 million to fast-track the investigation of
desalination. Investigations are also underway into recycled water technology to pump recycled water to
businesses for industrial use. 

Today, I am pleased to provide the House with a table which outlines the estimated water supplies to
be provided by our plan. Of course, work is continuing on some elements of the plan. The people of south-
east Queensland can be sure their water supplies are secure. When complete, our plan will provide
hundreds of thousands of additional megalitres of precious water.

I am also pleased to provide a series of information sheets, which are now available, on the south-
east Queensland water plan. I seek leave to incorporate those into Hansard for the information of all
members.

Leave granted.
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Tabled paper: Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Water Information Sheets Nos 1 to 8
relating to water supply in South East Queensland

Mr BEATTIE: They provide detailed explanations of the region’s water use, our future needs and the
steps we are taking to ensure that there will be sufficient water supplies to meet the needs of our ever-
increasing population.

I draw this chart I am holding to the attention of all members. It highlights exactly what we are doing
about securing the future water needs of Queensland. If one looks at 2006, one can see our limited supply.
It shows Wivenhoe Dam, Somerset Dam, North Pine Dam, Hinze Dam and other south-east Queensland
water storages. The latest estimate of water supply needs, or the estimate of current water supply, is
450,000 megalitres. That is the thin list of what we are doing now. 

By 2011, under our water grid strategy, the figure I am pointing to will be the number of sources
available, that is, eight sources. We will have the Traveston Dam with 150,000 megalitres and the Logan
River Dam with 45,000 megalitres, although that depends on whether we choose Wyaralong. If it is
chosen, it will have 21,000 megalitres. We will have the Cedar Grove Weir with 4,000 megalitres, the Hinze
Dam with 5,000 megalitres, the Western Corridor Recycled Water Scheme with 30,000 megalitres, the
desalination plant with 45,000 megalitres, regional pressure and leakage reduction of 25,000 megalitres,
and water efficiency programs of 30,000 megalitres. Therefore, the additional water supply each year is
more than 330,000 megalitres. 
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Why have we done that? It is because of the estimates of what we will need by the year 2050. We
estimate that the water supply will need to be at least 680,000 megalitres every year. This will provide up to
780,000 megalitres. 

This is the first time that Queensland has had a real vision for the future supply of water in the south-
east corner of the state. We do not have a 30-second fix, which is what the opposition has. We have a real
plan. As members know, the opposition is one dam short of a plan. That is what they have. As Henry
Palaszczuk, the minister for water, said the other day, ‘Look, they have shrunk the dam.’ It is like ringing
home and saying, ‘Mum, they have shrunk my brain.’ That is what that opposition’s plan is all about. I seek
leave to incorporate that chart into Hansard because members opposite need to be well informed.

Leave granted.

. 
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